Legislative Fiscal Bureau
One East Main, Suite 301 « Madison, W1 53703 « (608) 266-3847 « Fax: (608) 267-6873
Email; fiscal bureau(@legis.wisconsin.gov « Website: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/l{b

June 7, 2019

TO: Representative Chris Taylor
Room 306 West, State Capitol

FROM: Christa Pugh, Fiscal Analyst

SUBJECT: Cost of the Private School Choice Programs, Special Needs Scholarship Program, and
Independent Charter Schools, 2008-09 to 2018-19 and Estimated 2019-20 and 2020-21

At your request, I am providing information about the cost of the private school choice
programs, the special needs scholarship program, and independent charter schools.

Attachment 1 shows the actual costs of the choice programs and the independent charter
school program from 2008-09 to 2018-19. The attachment includes the total GPR, aid reduction, and
net GPR for each program, as well as totals for each year. '

Attachment 2 shows the estimated cost of the choice programs and independent charter school
program in each year of the 2019-21 biennium. The estimates are based on projected pupil
participation and payment amounts under action taken on the 2019-21 budget by the Joint Commitiee
on Finance to date.

You also asked if Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) or Racine Unified School District
(RUSD) have underlevied during the years shown on the attachment. MPS has not underlevied in
any of the years between 2008-09 and 2018-19. RUSD has underlevied in one year since the start of
the Racine private school choice program (by $167,600 in 2016-17).

You also requested information on the location of independent charter schools. In the 2018-
19 school year, 22 of the schools were located in Milwaukee, two were located in Madison, one was
located in Racine, and one was located in Waukesha.

I hope this information is helpful. Please contact me if you have additional questions.

CP/sas
Attachment
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ATTACHMENT 2

Estimated Cost of the Choice and Special Needs Scholarship Programs
and Independent Charter School Program, 2019-20 and 2020-21

($ in Millions)
2019-20 2020-21 Total

Milwaukee Choice Program

Total GPR $233.7 $249.1 $482.8

Aid Reduction® -37.4 -31.9 -69.3

Net GPR $196.3 $217.2 $413.5
Racine/Statewide Choice Programs

Total GPR $107.0 $136.8 $243.8

Aid Reduction -95.4 -125.9 -221.3

Net GPR $11.6 $10.9 $22.5
Special Needs Scholarship Program

Total GPR $12.7 $16.9 $29.6

Aid Reduction -12.7 -16.9 -29.6

Net GPR $0.0 $0.0 $0.0
Independent Charter Schools

Total GPR $79.5 $86.4 $165.9

Aid Reducticn -79.5 -86.4 -163.9

Net GPR $0.0 $0.0 $0.0
Total

Total GPR $432.9 $489.2 $922.1

Aid Reduction -225.0 -261.1 -486.1

Net GPR $207.9 $228.1 $436.0

*Excludes the effect of high poverty aid, which by law must be used to reduce the levy impact of
the choice aid reduction.




